
Located about 6 km 
west of the town 
centre, it was separa-
ted by the waters of the 
ancient Lake of Villena 
until 1803. The image 
of the patron saint of 
the city, the Virgin of 
the Virtues, affectiona-
tely known as "La 
Morenica", is there.

A BIT OF HISTORY.
According to local popular tradition, around the year 1474, 
the residents of Villena were forced to flee the town due to 
a plague that ravaged the region, so they decided to settle 
in the location of the Black Poplar Fountain. In this place, 
the Virgin of the Virtues was chosen as patron saint and 
advocate against the plague. After the delivery of an 
image of the patron saint by some strangers, the epidemic 
subsided, so, by way of thanks, it was decided to erect a 
shrine in her honor next to the aforementioned fountain. 
The Shrine and the convent that we can see today were 
an extension of the primitive hermitage carried out during 
the 16th century, after the arrival of a community of Augus-
tinian monks in 1526. They lived there until the disentail-
ment of 1835 .

WHAT TO SEE.
On the exterior, in front of the doorway, there is a magnificent 
Renaissance façade, attributed to Jerónimo Quijano’s 
workshop, which is accessible through a staircase. 
We will find the cloister of the monastery inside, with two 
floors and lowered brick arches. Two large stone cisterns 
have been preserved in the centre, which collected rainwater 
to supply the monks.
The highlight  of the church, which has three naves, is the 
golden altarpiece of the main altar, made in 1940, with the 
image of the Virgin of the Virtues exposed in the centre.The 
carving was made in 1939 by the prolific artist from Villena, 
Antonio Navarro Santafé, author of the sculpture of the Bear 
and the Strawberry Tree in the Puerta del Sol in Madrid, 
among others. Behind the altarpiece, and entering through 
the sacristy, we reach the 17th century chapel, which is 
covered by an impressive 18th century baroque decoration.

OUTSIDE.
To the right of the main door is the access to the crypt of the 
Shrine, inside which are still visible remains of the primitive 
hermitage built before 1526. In the centre of the esplanade, 
in front of the Shrine, stands the Cross of the Calvary, sculp-
ted in 1948, which replaces another that disappeared during 
the civil war. Moreover, one of the best known and most 
loved sculptures by the citizens is on this esplanade: the 
Fountain of the Frog, from 1917. To the north, some steps 
lead up to the pine forest of the Shrine, where we find what 
is known as “the hole of the Virgin”, next to which the Fuente 
del Chopo (Black Poplar Fountain) used to flow. Here a small 
obelisk marks the place where, according to tradition, the 
image of the Virgin of the Virtues appeared. 

SHRINE
OF THE VIRGIN
OF THE VIRTUES

This is the church of the Rabal neighborhood, which was 
formerly outside the walled town. It began to be built in the 
16th century, extending its construction in the following 
centuries. Therefore, both inside and outside, we can see a 
wide variety of architectural styles, from Gothic and 
Renaissance to Baroque. 

A BIT OF HISTORY.
It is considered that the primitive church of Santa Maria was 
erected on the foundations of the former main mosque of the 
Muslim medina of Bilyana.  
The current temple is linked to a figure belonging to the local 
oligarchy, Doña Catalina Ruíz de Alarcón, who was in charge 
of defraying the first part of the temple. In recognition of her 
patronage, she was buried in the main chapel. After her 
death, financing problems prolonged the work on the church, 
and both the façade and bell tower were finished in the 18th 
century.
During the civil war, the church suffered numerous damages: 
high altar, altarpiece, grille and roof were seriously affected 
or directly lost for good. The altarpiece that can be seen 
today is a post-war reconstruction. 

WHAT TO SEE.
The interior of the temple presents the characteristics of 
Levantine Gothic, with a single nave and chapels between 
buttresses, in turn perforated as side aisles. 
To the right of the high altar is the exceptional Renaissance 
doorway of the sacristy, attributed to the workshop of Jacobo 
Florentino and Jerónimo Quijano. 

OUTSIDE.
Its Baroque façade, dedicated to Santa María de la 
Asunción, is admirable, as well as its bell tower, where the 
two oldest bells of Villena are located: two Gothic examples 
from the mid-fifteenth century. At the foot of the tower we can 
see a curious sundial, still in operation, that was recovered in 
2017.

CHURCH OF
SANTA MARÍA

TOURISM

M.I. AYUNTAMIENTO DE

CONCEJALÍA DE
TURISMO

FURTHER INFORMATION

LOCATION

TOURIST INFO
Plza. Santiago, 5 - 03400 Villena
villena@touristinfo.net
Telf. (+34) 966 150 236

Whatsapp: (+34) 647 420 890         www.turismovillena.com

TOURIST INFO CASTLE
C/ General Prim, 2 - 03400 Villena
crv.villena@gmail.com
Telf. (+34) 965 803 893

P
LA

Z
A

R
G

SA
. Á

G
U

E
D

A
H

E
R

N
Á

N
D

E
Z

P
LA

Z
A

 D
E

L
R

O
LLO

P
LA

Z
A

M
A

Y
O

R
P

LA
Z

A
SA

N
T

IA
G

O

PA
SA

JE
C

A
N

D
E

L

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
 TO

: LA
 E

N
C

IN
A

 A
N

D
 LA

 Z
A

F
R

A
SIE

R
R

A
D

E
 LA

 V
ILLA

V
IA

 F
E

R
R

A
TA

LA
S C

R
U

C
E

S

M
IR

A
D

O
R

F
U

E
N

T
E

E
L B

O
R

D
O

Ñ
O

P
LA

Z
A

B
A

N
D

A
 M

.
D

E
 LA

 M
Ú

SIC
A

M
A

E
ST

R
O

 SE
R

R
A

 D
A

LM
A

U

A
utovía de Levante N

-330

FÉLIX RODRÍGUEZ

PUÑAO DE ROSAS

TAMBOR DE GRANADEROS

QUINTÍN ESQUEMBRE

CARDENAL CISNEROS

CARDENAL CISNEROS

PÁRROCO NADAL

SAN MIGUEL

SAX

CORONEL SELVA

CORONEL SELVA

PEÑICAS

SAN RAFAEL

MARIANO B.

JOSÉ MARÍA      SOLER

CERVANTES

C. C
ASTILLO

EL MUELLE

RUPERTO CHAPÍ

LUCIANO LÓPEZ FERRER JOAQUÍN Mª LÓPEZ

TRINIDAD
TARRUELLA

E
L C

H
IC

H
O E. DATO

M. CARAVACA

Q
U

E
V

E
D

O

FÉRRIZ

TESORO DE VILLENA

STA. MARÍA DE LA CABEZA

ALTOS DE LOS LEONES

G. ARCHENT

I. ALBÉNIZ

SAN CRISTÓBAL

ELDA
ELDA

M
. GUILLÉNMAESTRO CHANZA

DEMOCRACIA

PEÑICAS

SAN BARTOLOMÉ

LUIS GARCÍA

LUIS GARCÍA

INDEPENDENCIA

INDEPENDENCIA

SAN FULGENCIO

ROMÁN ROMÁN

SAN JERÓNIMO

VEREDA
CHONGARAMBLA

RODRÍGUEZ RODRÍGUEZ

COLÓN

LA CRUZ

VERÓNICA

GRAL. BELLOT

PABLO CASALS

CALVARIO

SAN CRISPÍN

SAN BARTOLOMÉ

SA
N

 SEBASTIÁ
N

SA
N

 SEB
A

STIÁ
N

SA
N

 SEB
A

STIÁ
N

TEM
PESTA

D

P. G
LO

R
IA

 F
U

E
R

TE
S

C
E

LA
D

A

C
E

LA
D

A

E
L C

O
P

O

SA
N

 B
E

R
N

A
B

É

SA
N

 F
E

R
N

A
N

D
O

R
ITA

S
R

ITA
S

R
ITA

S

SA
N

 F
E

R
N

A
N

D
O

H
E

R
N

Á
N

D
E

Z
 V

ILLE
G

A
S

SA
N

 B
E

R
N

A
B

É
C

A
U

T. M
IG

U
E

L D
ÍA

Z

E
L C

O
P

O

JA
C

IN
TO

 B
E

N
A

V
E

N
TE

E
SC

U
LTO

R
 N

A
V

A
R

R
O

 SA
N

TA
F

É

P
R

O
G

R
E

SO

E
L C

O
P

OC
R

U
Z

 D
E

 M
A

Y
O

LA
 LE

O
N

A

P
IN

TO
R

 SO
R

O
LLA

LO
S P

O
ST

IG
O

S

REVO
LTO

SA

CURRO

SA
N

 FERN
A

N
D

O
C

A
Ñ

A
D

A
C

A
Ñ

A
D

A
C

A
Ñ

A
D

A

PA
SC

U
A

L M
A

R
Q

U
IN

A
SA

N
 JU

A
N

B
E

N
E

JA
M

A

D
.P. C

O
R

T
É

SHERNÁN CORTÉS

E
L C

ID

F. A
M

O
R

Ó
S

C
A

M
P

O
 D

E
 M

IR
R

A

DÁ
M

ASO

A
LO

N
SO

VA
RG

AS

VIRGEN DE GUADALUPE

VIRGEN DE GUADALUPEMTRO. FCO. BRAVO

D
E

 P
O

R
R

E
S

V. D
E

L C
A

R
M

E
N

AVENIDA JUAN XXIII

A
V

E
N

ID
A

 D
E

 LA
 C

O
N

STITU
C

IÓ
N

R
A

FA
E

L A
LB

E
R

TI

A
V

E
N

ID
A

 D
E

 LA
 C

O
N

ST
IT

U
C

IÓ
N

LE
PA

N
TO

A
V

D
A

. D
E

 LO
S TO

R
E

R
O

S

LE
PA

N
TO

LE
PA

N
TO

G
E

LE
LA

A
V

E
N

ID
A

 D
E

 LA
 C

O
N

STITU
C

IÓ
N

PA
R

R
A

LE
S

M
E

N
É

N
D

E
Z

 P
E

LA
Y

O

C
R

ISTÓ
B

A
L A

M
O

R
Ó

S

R
O

N
D

A
 E

STA
C

IÓ
N

SA
N

 F
R

A
N

C
ISC

O

FÉRRIZ

M
A

D
R

ID

TR
IN

ITA
R

IA
S

R
O

SA
LÍA

A
LC

Á
Z

A
R

D
E

TO
LED

O

D
E C

A
STR

O

ISA
B

E
L LA

 C
A

TÓ
LIC

A

C
O

R
R

E
D

E
R

A

CO
RREDERA

M
. FA

LLA

M
. V

ILLO
R

ES
SA

N
 B

EN
ITO

EL HILO

AVDA. DE ELCHE

PR
O

LO
N

G
A

C
IÓ

N
 A

V
D

A
. D

E ELC
H

E

R
U

LD
A

R
U

LD
A

VIRGEN D.L. NIEVES

AVDA. DE      NOVELDA

CALLE NUEVA

AVDA. DE ASPE

AVDA. DE ASPE
AVENIDA

AVENIDA     DE     PACO     ARÉVALO

AVENIDA                            DEL                      CARACOL

CARRETERA                         DE                              BIAR

 C/ MINEROS

 C/ VIDRIEROS

BLOQUE A

BLOQUE G

BLOQUE H

BLOQUE IPLAZARAMÓN
NAVARRO DÍAZ

C
/ LA

 SO
LA

N
A

C
/ SIER

R
A

 D
E LA

 V
ILLA

 

C/ SAN VICENTE DEL RASPEIG

C/     LA     PRIMAVERA

BLOQUE B

BLOQUE E

BLOQUE F
BLOQUE C

 C/ TONELEROS

 C/ HERREROS

A
V

EN
ID

A

C
O

M
A

D
R

O
N

A
 

D
E

A
LIC

A
N

TE

DE

ALICANTE

C
LA

R
A

 C
A

M
PO

A
M

O
R

SO
R

 ISA
B

E
L V.

LA
VA

D
E

R
O

R
O

SA
LÍA

 D
E

 C
A

ST
R

O

C
O

M
P

O
SITO

R
 M

A
E

STR
O

 M
A

N
U

E
L C

A
R

R
A

SC
O

SA

CONGREGACIÓN

HUERTO REAL

MARÍA ZAMBRANO

ROSALÍA DE CASTRO

C
O

N
C

E
P. A

R
E

N
A

L

P
LZ

A
. 

LA
S M

A
LV

A
S

P
LZ

A
. 

SA
N

TA
 M

A
R

ÍA
D

E
 LA

 C
A

B
E

Z
A

PA
R

Q
U

E
R

. C
H

A
P

Í

SA
N

C
H

O
 M

E
D

IN
A

G
R

A
N

 C
A

P
ITÁ

N
G

R
A

N
 C

A
P

ITÁ
N

SA
N

 JU
A

N
 B

O
SC

O

F
E

R
R

O
C

A
R

R
IL           M

A
D

R
ID

          A
LIC

A
N

T
E

F
E

R
R

O
C

A
R

R
IL           M

A
D

R
ID

          A
LIC

A
N

T
E

F
E

R
R

O
C

A
R

R
IL           M

A
D

R
ID

          A
LIC

A
N

T
E

F
E

R
R

O
C

A
R

R
IL           M

A
D

R
ID

          A
LIC

A
N

T
E

PEÑAFIEL

LA VIRGEN

CARRETERA DE YECLA

LA VIRGEN

GIL OSORIO

ESCALONA

CAPITÁN POSTIGO

SAN          ISIDRO

LA YESERA

PINTOR LUIS GARCÍA

PLAZA DEL MERCADO

PLAZA DEL MERCADO

P. HASSANRASI

E
M

ILIA
 PA

R
D

O
 B

A
Z

Á
N

E
M

ILIA
 PA

R
D

O
 B

A
Z

Á
N

P
E

D
R

O
 SA

LIN
A

S

JO
SÉ

 M
A

R
ÍA

 P
E

M
Á

N
A

Z
O

R
ÍN

A. JUAN OCAÑAMIGUEL HERNÁNDEZ

LUIS CERNUDA

LUIS BRAILLE

VICENTE      ALEXANDREGABRIEL      MIRÓ

LEÓN      FELIPE
FEDERICO GARCÍA LORCA

JORGE GUILLÉN
PABLO PICASSO

FRANCISCO             

A
G

U
A

D
O

R
 J.

JU
A

N
 R

A
M

Ó
N

 JIM
É

N
E

Z

P
IN

TO
R

 JU
A

N
 G

R
IS

PA
R

R
A

LE
S

B
LA

SC
O

C
A

M
IN

O
 D

E
 LO

S A
LTO

S D
E

 LA
 C

O
N

D
O

M
IN

A
C

A
M

IN
O

 D
E

 LO
S A

LTO
S D

E
 LA

 C
O

N
D

O
M

IN
A

P
Z

A
. M

.
A

U
X

ILIA
D

O
R

A

P
Z

A
.

M
A

R
T

ÍN
E

Z
O

LIV
E

N
C

IA

P
Z

A
.

A
N

TO
N

IO
M

A
C

H
A

D
O

A
V

D
A

. E
N

 P
R

O
Y

E
C

TO

A
V

D
A

. E
N

 P
R

O
Y

E
C

TO

AVDA. EN PROYECTO

TRAVESÍA  A C. RULDA

 LU
Z

 E
STE

B
A

N

TARRUELLA

R
E

C
IN

TO
 F

E
R

IA
L

P
LZ

A
. 

B
E

A
TO

 F
E

LIP
E

H
D

E
Z

. M
T

N
Z

.

CA
RRETERA

 D
E PIN

O
SO

 M
A

D
R

ID
-A

LIC
A

N
TE

 M
A

D
R

ID
-A

LIC
A

N
TE

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
 TO

: LA
S V

IR
T

U
D

E
S

*
*

*
*

BODEGAS

MOLTO

JO
SÉ

LE
Ñ

A

LA RAMBLAM
AYO

R

SA
N

 JO
SÉ

 BAJA

 TERCIA

CARPENA

R
A

M
B

LA

R
A

M
B

LA

C
A

STA
LIA

3ª M
A

N
Z

A
N

A

R
A

M
B

LA

1ª MANZANA

 POZO

BEATAS

B
U

EN
A

V
ISTA

 BEATAS MEDINA

SAN ANTÓ
NESPLA

2ª MANZANA

PEDRERA

 LIBERTAD

TE
TU

A
N

 PEÑAS

SA
N

 

 JOSÉ  ZAPATER

 JUAN CHAUMEL

Z
A

PA
T

E
R

R
U

LD
A

BA
JA

F. MENOR

 PALOMAR

ALTA DE S.JOSÉ

O
N

IL

CANTONES

R
A

M
B

LA

R
A

M
B

LA

R
A

M
B

LA

STA BARBARA

T
T

E
 H

D
E

Z
. M

E
N

O
R

 ARCO

 P. OLIVER

E
SP

LA

R
A

M
Ó

N
 Y

 C
A

JA
L

 EMPEDRADA

 PCO. AZORÍN  REVUELTAS

MAESTRO

O
R

TIG
A

S

LA

LEÑ
A

G
E

N
E

R
A

L P
R

IM

M. MOLTO

TELARETE

R
A

M
Ó

N

P
LA

Z
A

SA
N

TA
M

A
R

ÍA

C
A

ST
ILLO

LA
 A

TA
LA

YA

P
LA

Z
A

PA
SC

U
A

L
D

O
M

E
N

E
C

H

P
LA

Z
A

B
IA

R

P
LA

Z
A

M
. H

N
O

S.
G

R
IÑ

A
N

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
 TO

: LA
S V

IR
T

U
D

E
S | SA

N
 B

A
R

TO
LO

M
É

 H
E

R
M

ITA
G

E
*

*

BARRIO
SAN FRANCISCO

P
LA

Z
A

 PA
ÍS

V
A

LE
N

C
IA

N
O

A
utovía d

e Levante N
-330

 M
A

D
R

ID
-A

LIC
A

N
TE

SAN PEDRO

P
Z

A
.

 C
. A

N
TO

N
IO

F
E

R
R

IZ

PA
SA

JE M
. TER

ESA
D

E C
A

LC
U

LTA

0
1

0
3

0
4

0
2

0
5

0
6

0
7

10
11

0
9

12
13

0
8

VIN
A

LO
PÓ

BA
N

YERES M
.

PLAZA

RGSA. ÁGUEDA

HERNÁNDEZ

PLAZA DEL

ROLLO PLAZA

MAYOR

PLAZA

SANTIAGO

PASAJE

CANDEL

DIRECCIÓN A: LA ENCINA

SIERRA

DE LA VILLA

VIA FERRATA

LAS CRUCES

MIRADOR

FUENTE

EL BORDOÑO

PLAZA

BANDA M.

DE LA MÚSICA

LOLA VICTORIA TARRUELLA

TO
M

Á
S     G

IN
ER     G

A
LBIS

M
AESTRO SERRA DALM

AU

Autovía de Levante N-330

CAUD
ETE

JÚCA
R

A
M

BRO
SIO

 CO
TES

D
O

CTO
R FLEM

IN
G

F
É

LIX
 R

O
D

R
ÍG

U
E

Z

P
U

Ñ
A

O
 D

E
 R

O
SA

STA
M

B
O

R
 D

E
 G

R
A

N
A

D
E

R
O

S

Q
U

IN
TÍN

 E
SQ

U
E

M
B

R
E

C
A

R
D

E
N

A
L C

ISN
E

R
O

S

CA
RD

EN
A

L CISN
ERO

SPÁ
RRO

CO
 N

A
DA

L

SAN M
IGUEL

SA
X

CO
RO

NEL SELVA

CO
RO

NEL SELVA

PEÑ
IC

A
S

SAN RAFAEL

M
A

RIA
N

O
 B.

JO
SÉ M

ARÍA      SO
LER

CERVANTES

C. CASTILLO

EL MUELLE

RUPERTO CHAPÍLUCIANO LÓPEZ FERRER
JOAQUÍN Mª LÓPEZ

TRINIDAD

TARRUELLA

EL CHICHO

E. DATO

M
. CA

RAVACA

QUEVEDO

FÉRRIZ

TESORO DE VILLENA

STA. MARÍA DE LA CABEZAALTOS DE LOS LEONES

G. ARCHENT

I. ALBÉNIZ

SAN CRISTÓBAL

ELDA

ELD
AM
. G

U
ILLÉ

N

M
A

ESTR
O

 C
H

A
N

Z
A

D
E

M
O

C
R

A
C

IA

PEÑICAS

SAN BARTO
LO

M
É

LUIS GARCÍA

LUIS GARCÍA

INDEPENDENCIA

INDEPENDENCIA

SAN FULGENCIORO
M

ÁN

ROMÁN

SAN JERÓNIM
O

VEREDA

C
H

O
N

G
A

RAMBLA

RO
DRÍGUEZ

RO
DRÍGUEZ

COLÓN

LA CRUZ

VERÓ
N

ICA

GRAL. BELLOT

PABLO CASALS

CALVARIO

SA
N

 C
R

ISPÍN

SA
N

 BA
RTO

LO
M

É

SAN SEBASTIÁN

SAN SEBASTIÁN

SAN SEBASTIÁN

TEMPESTAD

P. GLORIA FUERTES

CELADA

CELADA

EL COPO

SAN BERNABÉ

SAN FERNANDO

RITAS

RITAS

RITAS

SAN FERNANDO

HERNÁNDEZ VILLEGAS
SAN BERNABÉ

CAUT. MIGUEL DÍAZ

EL COPO

JACINTO BENAVENTE
ESCULTOR NAVARRO SANTAFÉ

PROGRESO

EL COPO

CRUZ DE MAYO

LA LEONA

PIN
TO

R SO
RO

LLA

LOS POSTIGOS

REVOLTOSA

CURRO

SAN FERNANDO

CAÑADA

CAÑADA

CAÑADA

PASCUAL MARQUINA

SAN JUAN

BENEJAMA

D.P. CORTÉS

HERNÁN CO
RTÉS

EL CID

F. AMORÓS

CAMPO DE MIRRA

DÁMASOALONSO

VARGAS

V
IR

G
E

N
 D

E
 G

U
A

D
A

LU
P

E

VIRG
EN

 D
E G

UA
DA

LU
PE

M
TRO

. FCO
. BRAVO

S. MARTÍN
DE PORRES

V. DEL CARMEN

SALINAS

A
V

EN
ID

A
 D

E LA
 PA

Z

AVENIDA JUAN XXIII

AVENIDA DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN

AVENIDA DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN

RAFAEL ALBERTI

AVENIDA DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN

LEPANTO

AVDA. DE LOS TOREROS
LEPANTO

LEPANTO

GELELA

AVENIDA DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN

PARRALES

MENÉNDEZ PELAYO

CRISTÓBAL AMORÓS

RONDA ESTACIÓN

SAN FRANCISCO

FÉ
R

R
IZ

M
A

D
RID

TR
IN

ITA
R

IA
SR

O
SA

LÍA

A
LC

Á
ZA

R
D

E
TO

LED
O

D
E C

A
STR

O

ISABEL LA CATÓ
LICA

CO
RREDERA

C
O

R
R

E
D

E
R

A

M
. FA

LLA

M
. VILLO

RES

SAN BENITO

EL HILO

AVDA. DE ELCHE

PROLONGACIÓN AVDA. DE ELCHE

RULDA

RULDA

VIRGEN D.L. NIEVES

AVDA. DE      NOVELDA

C
A

LLE
 N

U
E

V
A

A
V

D
A

. D
E

 A
SP

E

AVDA. DE ASPE

AVENIDA

AV
EN

IDA
     D

E     PA
CO

     A
RÉVA

LO

AV
EN

IDA
                            D

EL                      CA
RA

CO
L

C
A

R
R

ETER
A

                         D
E                              B

IA
R

 C/ M
IN

ERO
S

 C
/ V

ID
R

IER
O

S

B
LO

Q
U

E A

B
LO

Q
U

E G

B
LO

Q
U

E H

B
LO

Q
U

E I

PLA
Z

A

R
A

M
Ó

N

N
A

VA
R

R
O

 D
ÍA

Z

C/ LA SOLANA

C/ SIERRA DE LA VILLA 

C
/ SA

N
 V

IC
EN

TE D
EL R

A
SPEIG

C
/     LA

     PR
IM

AV
ER

A

B
LO

Q
U

E B

B
LO

Q
U

E E
B

LO
Q

U
E F

B
LO

Q
U

E C

 C/ TO
N

ELERO
S

 C/ H
ERRERO

S

AVENIDA

COMADRONA 

DE

ALICANTE

D
E

A
LIC

A
N

TE

C
LA

R
A

 C
A

M
PO

A
M

O
R

SOR ISABEL V.

LAVADERO

ROSALÍA DE CASTRO

COMPOSITOR MAESTRO MANUEL CARRASCOSA

C
O

N
G

R
EG

A
C

IÓ
N

H
U

ERTO
 R

EA
L

M
A

RÍA
 ZA

M
BRA

N
O

RO
SA

LÍA
 D

E CA
STRO

CONCEP. ARENAL

PLZA. 
LAS MALVAS

PLZA. 

SANTA MARÍA

DE LA CABEZA

PARQUE

R. CHAPÍ

SANCHO MEDINA

GRAN CAPITÁN

GRAN CAPITÁN

PRADO DE LA VILLA

SAN JUAN BOSCO

FERROCARRIL           MADRID          ALICANTE

FERROCARRIL           MADRID          ALICANTE

FERROCARRIL           MADRID          ALICANTE

PEÑAFIEL

LA
 V

IRG
EN

C
A

R
R

ETER
A

 D
E Y

EC
LA

LA
 V

IRG
EN

G
IL O

SO
R

IO

ESCALO
NA

CAPITÁN PO
STIGO

SAN          ISIDRO

LA YESERA

PINTOR LUIS GARCÍA

PLA
ZA

 D
EL M

ERCA
D

O

PLA
ZA

 D
EL M

ERCA
D

O

P. H
A

SSA
N

RA
SI

EMILIA PARDO BAZÁN

EMILIA PARDO BAZÁN
PEDRO SALINAS

JOSÉ MARÍA PEMÁN

AZORÍN

AZORÍN

D
O

CTO
R FLEM

IN
G

JO
SE LUIS BUENO

 FERNANDEZ

AM
BRO

SIO
 COTES

G
REG

O
RIO

 M
A

RA
Ñ

Ó
N

A
. JUA

N
 O

CA
Ñ

A

M
IG

UEL H
ERN

Á
N

D
EZ

LUIS CERN
UDA

LUIS BRA
ILLE

VICEN
TE      A

LEXA
N

D
RE

G
A

BRIEL      M
IRÓ

LEÓ
N

      FELIPE

FED
ERICO

 G
A

RCÍA
 LO

RCA

JO
RG

E G
UILLÉN

PA
BLO

 PICA
SSO

FRA
N

CISCO
             

AGUADOR J.

JUAN RAMÓN JIMÉNEZ

PINTOR JUAN GRIS

PARRALES

BLASCO

CAMINO DE LOS ALTOS DE LA CONDOMINA

CAM
INO DE LOS ALTOS DE LA CONDOM

INA

PZA. M.

AUXILIADORA

PZA.

MARTÍNEZ

OLIVENCIA

PZA.

ANTONIO

MACHADO

AVDA. EN PROYECTO

AVDA. EN PROYECTO

AV
DA

. EN
 PRO

YECTO

TRAV
ESÍA

  A
 C. RU

LDA

 LUZ ESTEBAN

TA
RRU

ELLA

RECINTO FERIAL

PLZA. 

BEATO FELIPE

HDEZ. MTNZ.

CARRETERA DE PINOSO

 MADRID-ALICANTE

 M
A

D
R

ID
-A

LIC
A

N
TE

DIRECCIÓN A: LAS VIRTUDES

*
*

*

*

BODEGAS

M
O

LTO
JO

SÉ

LEÑA

LA RAMBLA

M
A

Y
O

R

SA
N

 JO
SÉ

 B
A

JA

 TER
C

IA

C
A

R
PEN

A

RAMBLA

RAMBLA

CASTALIA

3ª MANZANA

RAM
BLA

1ª MANZANA

 PO
ZO

B
EATA

S BUENAVISTA

 B
E

A
TA

S M
E

D
IN

A

SAN ANTÓN

ESPLA

2ª M
A

N
Z

A
N

A
PED

RERA

 LIBERTA
D

TETUAN

 PEÑAS

SAN 

 JO
SÉ  ZAPATER

 JUAN CHAUMEL

ZAPATER

RULDA

BAJA

F. M
ENO

R

 PALOMAR

A
LTA

 D
E S.JO

SÉ

ONIL

CANTO
NES

RAMBLA

RAMBLA

RAMBLA

STA BARBARA

TTE HDEZ. MENOR

 ARCO
 P. O

LIVER

ESPLA

RAM
Ó

N Y CAJAL

 EMPEDRADA

 PCO. AZORÍN 

 REVUELTAS

M
A

ESTROORTIGAS LA
LEÑA

GENERAL PRIM

M
. M

O
LTO

TELARETE

RAMÓN

PLAZA

SANTA

MARÍA
CASTILLO

LA ATALAYA

PLAZA

PASCUAL

DOMENECH

PLAZA

BIAR

PLAZA

M. HNOS.

GRIÑAN

DIRECCIÓN A: LAS VIRTUDES | ERMITA SAN BARTOLOMÉ

*

*

B
A

R
R

IO

SA
N

 FR
A

N
C

ISC
O

PLAZA PAÍS

VALENCIANO

A
utovía de Levante N

-330 M
A

D
RID

-A
LICA

N
TE

SA
N

 PED
RO

PZA.

 C. ANTONIO

FERRIZ

PASAJE M. TERESA

DE CALCULTA

01

03

04

02

05

06

07

09

08

A
rchd

eaco
nry church o

f Santiag
o.

C
hurch o

f Santa M
aría.

H
erm

itag
e o

f San A
ntó

n.

H
erm

itag
e o

f San Jo
sé.

C
hurch and

 co
nvent o

f the
Trinitarian nuns.

C
hurch asilo

 d
e las

herm
anitas d

e lo
s

anciano
s d

esam
p

arad
o

s.

0
1

0
2

0
3

0
4

0
5

0
6

C
hap

el o
f San B

arto
lo

m
é. ( 2,7 km

 fro
m

 V
illena)

Shrine o
f the V

irg
in o

f the V
irtud

es
(7,4

 km
 fro

m
 V

illena. Las V
irtud

es)

C
hurch o

f San Isid
ro

 Lab
rad

o
r (23 km

 fro
m

V
illena. La Z

afra)

C
hurch o

f San Juan B
autista (21 km

 fro
m

 V
illena. La E

ncina)

O
U

TSK
IR

TS A
N

D
 D

IST
R

IC
TS

10111213

Salesian Scho
o

l.

C
hurch o

f San F
rancisco

 d
e A

sís.

C
hurch o

f la P
az.

0
7

0
8

0
9

RELIGIOUS
HERITAGE
GUIDE.

MEDITERRANEAN FORTESS

MEDITERRANEAN FORTESS



ARCHDEACONRY
CHURCH
OF SANTIAGO

In the historic centre of Villena can be found two of the oldest 
hermitages in the city: 

HERMITAGE OF SAN ANTÓN:
that of San Antón, patron saint of the neighbourhood of the 
same name, built at the end of the 16th century and renova-
ted in 1791.

HERMITAGE OF SAN JOSÉ:
San José, patron saint of the Rabal neighbourhood, built in 1607. 

On leaving the historic centre, as one crosses the bustling 
Calle Corredera, the visitor penetrates into the streets of the 
old suburb of San Francisco, the first modern expansion of 
Villena. This is the old area where the monasteries and 
convents of the city used to be. In Calle de la Congregación is:

THE CHURCH AND CONVENT OF THE 
TRINITARIAN NUNS:
Who arrived in Villena in 1524.

Nearby, in the charming Plaza de las Malvas, is:

THE CHURCH AND ASILO DE LAS HER-
MANITAS DE LOS ANCIANOS DESAM-
PARADOS:
Whose neoclassical chapel, dating from 1910, is attached to 
the 18th century Baroque Mergelina palace.

SALESIAN SCHOOL
In the central part of the Avenida de la Constitución, known 
as the “Calle Ancha” in Villena, it can be found the Salesian 
school along with its church, which is dedicated to María 
Auxiliadora, built in a neo-Gothic style in 1917.

Also from the 20th century, the churches in the expanding 
neighbourhoods:

CHURCH OF SAN FRANCISCO DE ASÍS:
In the neighbourhood of the same name, to the south. 

CHURCH OF LA PAZ:
Located to the north of the town, with a single nave.

On the outskirts of 
Villena, on foot or by bike 
along the Chicharra 
Greenway, or by car along 
the old road to Las Virtu-
des, you reach a recrea-
tional area where the 
small and simple: 

CHAPEL OF SAN 
BARTOLOMÉ:
Patron saint of butchers, 
dating from 1724, stands 
out.

CHURCH OF SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR:
From the 18th century, located in the hamlet of La Zafra

CHURCH OF SAN JUAN BAUTISTA: 
From the 20th century, built in the railway settlement of La 
Encina.

OTHER OUTSTANDING
BUILDINGS

Built between the 14th 
and 16th centuries, it is 
one of the most impor-
tant Gothic-Renaissan-
ce temples in the 
Valencian Community. 
It is also an excellent 
example of Catalan or 
Levantine Gothic, with 
a large central nave, 
side chapels between 
the buttresses and rare 
incidence of natural 
light.

A BIT OF HISTORY.
Although there is news of the existence of a first temple in 
1369, the current Church of Santiago is due to the patronage 
of Sancho García de Medina, parish priest of the temple and 
canon of the cathedral of Cartagena at the end of the 15th 
century, who promoted the expansion of the primitive church 
"which was small and narrow".
With the support of Pope Alexander VI, the Valencian Rodri-
go de Borja, the church acquired the archpriestly benefit in 
1492, and years later, Pope Julius II promoted it to the dignity 
of archdeaconry. This fact, and the fact of being the main 
benefactor of the Church, made that the remains of Sancho 
García de Medina were buried in the crypt of the Church, 
under the main altar.
After the death of Sancho García de Medina, the patronage 
was assumed by his nephew, Pedro de Medina, treasurer of 
the Cathedral of Cartagena. He was responsible for the 
presence of Jacopo Torni (Jacobo Florentino) in Villena, an 
Italian sculptor and disciple of Michelangelo who intervened 
in the temple. 
After Pedro de Medina, Juan Rodríguez Navarro, also a 
canon of the cathedral of Cartagena, ordered the construc-
tion of the last two sections of the temple in Renaissance 
style. He preserved the original Gothic style doorway of the 
central nave, which he added to the Renaissance part, while 
the doors of the side naves are already in the Renaissance 
style. In addition, he built the choir (now disappeared) and 
paved the floor of the altar, which he closed laterally with a 
gate and triple stone balustrade. 
The large Communion Chapel, in Neoclassical style, was 
finished in 1881, with a neo-Gothic portal in 1930. 
During the civil war, a fire in the church destroyed the 
baroque altarpiece of the main altar, the organ, the parish 
archives, most of the grille of the presbytery and all the 
stained glass windows, except that of Santa Filomena from 
the 19th century. 

WHAT TO SEE.
Inside the temple there are twelve fabulous Solomonic colum-
ns that stand out and line the main nave, whose capitals are 
decorated with animal, plant and heraldic figures. These 
columns are similar to those of the Lonjas of Valencia and 
Palma, although they acquire a greater monumentality in this 
case. The capitals are decorated with curious figures such as 
the sun and the moon, or elements that refer to the Camino de 
Santiago such as the staff, the cap and the pilgrim's shell, as 
well as coats of arms with the M that refer to the Medina 
family. The sharpness of the edges that finish off the capitals 
is striking. 
To Jacobo Florentino and the members of his workshop, 
among whom Jerónimo Quijano stood out, we owe the most 
important Renaissance elements such as the chapter house 
and the sacristy, with its magnificent windows that are visible 
from the street, and a doorway with an access laid out 
obliquely, the remains of the grille of the presbytery, and, 
especially, the baptismal font. Located in front of the main altar 
and sculpted in limestone in 1525, it is considered a landmark 
of Spanish Renaissance sculptural art.

OUTSIDE.
It is worth approaching up to the apse wall to contemplate the 
bell tower, topped by an octagonal spire, with a design that 
responds to Italian medieval patterns. It houses the second 
largest bell in the Valencian Community, after the Micalet of 
Valencia. Known as María la Gorda, it was cast in 1572, has a 
diameter of 162 cm and weighs more than 2,400 kilos.
Under the windows of the apse there is a heraldic panel with 
the coats of arms of Sancho García de Medina, apostolic 
protonotary of Pope Alexander VI, the coat of arms of the city 
of Villena and the coats of arms of the Catholic Monarchs, 
under whose reign the church was built. Also on this wall, 
there are visible two marks in the shape of a cartwheel at a 
distance that corresponds to the pattern of the tahulla, an old 
unit of agricultural surface to measure irrigated land. 
Two sundials can be seen on the southeast façade of the 
church. The oldest, dating from the end of the 16th century, is 
the one to the right of the door and is not valid for telling the 
time, as its design is not appropriate for that orientation. For 
this reason, the clock above the doorway, which is appropriate 
for the orientation of the façade, was built at a later date. The 
clock displays the motto "BREVES DIES HOMINIS SVNT" 
(Brief are the days of man), and shows the hours from 4:00 to 
15:00, forming a pair with the clock on the façade of the Muni-
cipal Palace, which shows the hours from 9:00 to 20:00.
Two gargoyles and the remains of others that have disappea-
red can still be seen from the street lamp in the centre of the 
Plaza de Santiago.


